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apparatus; no coach, no horses ! Nothing but money; aucl U;o
liberty, day after day, to do what you like in reason. No ward-
robe ; still the best and newest on your back : the man may wear
his coat till it is done; the wife may truck her gown the moment
it is going out of fashion. There is nothing so unsufferable to me
as an old huckster's shop of property. If you would offer me a
jewel, on condition of my wearing it daily on my finger, I would
not accept it; for how can one conceive any pleasure in a dead
capital ? This then is my confession of faith: To transact your
business, to make money, to be merry with your household; and
about the rest of the earth to trouble yourself no farther than
where you can be of service to it.
" But ere now thou art saying : ' And pray what is to be done
with me in this sage plan of yours ? Where shall I find shelter,
when you have sold my own house, and not the smallest room
remains in yours ?'
" This is in truth the main point, brother; and in this too I
shall have it in my power to serve thee. But first I must present
the just tribute of my praise for time so spent as thine has been.
" Tell me, how hast thou within a few weeks become so skilled
in every useful, interesting object ? Highly as I thought of thy
powers, I did not reckon such attention and such diligence among
the number. Thy journal shows us with what profit thou art tra-
velling. The description of the iron and the copper forges is ex-
quisite ; it evinces a complete knowledge of the subject. I myself
was once there; but my relation, compared with this, has but a
very bungled look. The whole letter on the linen-trade is full of
information; the remarks on commercial competition are at once
just and striking. In one or two places there are errors in addi-
tion, which indeed are very pardonable.
*' But what most delights my father and myself is thy thorough
knowledge of husbandry, and the improvement of landed property.
We have thoughts of purchasing a large estate, at present under
sequestration, in a very fruitful district. For paying it, we mean
to use the money realised by the sale of the house; another por-
tion we shall borrow; a portion may remain unpaid. And we
count on thee for going thither, and superintending the improve-
ment of it; by which means, before many years are passed, the
land, to speak in moderation, will have risen above a third in
value. We shall then bring it to the market again; seek out a
larger piece; improve and trade as formerly. For all this, thou
VOL. I.	R

